
Our Mission: To welcome all people through the love of Jesus Christ  

and grow as disciples who transform the world. 

 

Our Vision: Every person in our church and community lives a life that will make Je-

sus smile and others smile on their journey of life and love. Jesus smiles when every 

person loves God, loves one another and is engaged in transforming the world.  

Every member is a minister! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DECEMBER TOWER NEWS –2021 

PASTOR JOE’S PAGE 
"The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news 

to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for 
the blind, to set the oppressed free, to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor."   Then he rolled 
up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes of everyone in the syna-
gogue were fastened on him.  He began by saying to them, "Today this scripture is fulfilled in 
your hearing."  All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that came from 
his lips. "Isn't this Joseph's son?" they asked. (Luke 4:18-22) 
 

 
Brothers and sisters in Christ, 

My, how quickly has the daily temperature changed on us? This morning I woke up 
to take the dogs outside for their normal morning watering. As soon as I opened the door 
and the cool crisp winter wind blew in on them, they just looked at me with that look that 
said, “You got to be kidding me.”  Over the past couple of years we have been forced to 
deal with a number of changes in our world and daily routine.  Just as it seems that we ap-
pear to have a handle on the pandemic, we get hit with another blast.  As I prepare once 
again for the Advent season, I always struggle with how to bring the Christmas story afresh 
into your hearts and minds. This year I would like to take a look at the birth of Christ from 
the point of the uniqueness of this story. 

 
I have often been amazed at how readily many accepted this little baby as the Mes-

siah.  Yet in Jesus ministry, many would come to reject him even after witnessing his mira-
cles and teachings.  The Scripture above that I shared from the gospel of Luke indicates Je-
sus’ rejection by the community he grew up with.  I am sure that they were wondering how 
could this little baby change anything?  What difference could this little life really make for 
the course of humanity? Of course we know. This little child changed everything for you, for 
me and for the whole world.  But this plan is so unique, who could have imagined it?   
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PASTOR JOE’S PAGE CONTINUED…. 
 

When you sit and consider how you would have crafted a story of our salvation, 
would it start with God in baby form?  Who would you pick in your cast—Fishermen and 
suspicious tax collectors or a royal family or maybe a devout Jewish priest oR leader?  Who 
would you open your story in the manger of a small obscure town, think Zanesfield?  Or 
would your story begin in the center of a large metropolis like Jerusalem?  I think you get 
this point.  But just as unique as God’s plan for this God-child, God has a plan for you and I, 
both individually and as a community known as the Church.  This Advent season I would like 
to take a look at our relationship with this child in a manger as a challenge of how we might 
see more clearly the gift of Christmas as God’s unique plan for us. Are you, like me, still  in-
terested in making and executing the plan that we think is best for our lives?  Or could we 
be missing an exciting adventure altogether new?  Let’s take some time to consider a gift 
that we might offer God in  the coming new year, getting on board with His plan for our life.  
As a gift this season, could we make it a matter of prayer to ask God to reveal His plan for 
our life?  From my family to yours, I pray that you would have the most blessed and Spirit 
filled Christmas season of all. Jenny and I are honored and privileged to serve and walk with 
you at Bellefontaine First UMC. 

 
Blessings to you and yours, 
 
Pastor Joe  
 
 

Tour of Downtown Local Churches 
Friday, December 3rd 

5:00 – 7:00pm 
 
The Presbyterian, Methodist, Lutheran and First Christian Churches welcome you to see the 

holiday decorations & learn about the beautiful designs of their sanctuaries! 
 

Get a snack & a warm drink before the Christmas parade downtown! 
 

Don’t miss the chance to see these beautiful places during the best time of the year! 
 

We hope to make your season warm and bright! 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
 

 

 

 

 

December 1 Jack Reser   December 16 Ron Perry 

December 3 Barb Dancer   December 17 Timothy Shaw 

December 4 Mike Kildow     Kristina Vermillion 

  Katie Pool   December 18 Mike Smith 

December 5 Blaine Mitchell    Sharon Traul 

December 6 Barbara Marker  December 19 T J Yoder 

  Bob Mitchell Jr.  December 20 Ellen Verbsky 

December 7 John Henry   December 21 Sharon Chism 

  Rosalyn Rinehart  December 23 Carol Campbell 

December 8 Jan Smith     Debbie Shamblin Heffner 

December 10 Ryan Grandstaff  December 26 Jane Kline 

December 12 Marlissa Sebring    Lincoln Howell 

December 13 Keaton Horney  December 28 Linda Erwin-Hutchins  

  Kendall Pemberton  December 30 Carol Hartley 

December 14 Nancy Evans-Donley    Donna Barton 

December 15 Evan Bright   December 31 Max Blair 

  Garrett Prater 

  Karen Richards 

      

     



SPIRITUAL RENEWAL LEAVE FOR OUR PASTOR 
 

 Serving as a pastor these days can take its toll on a spiritual leader’s vitality and can be 
detrimental to their ministry and cause hurt and harm to innocent congregations, Jesus shared 
a word of caution in the Gospel on Matthew for all believers: 
 

24 Then Jesus said to his disciples, "Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny them-
selves and take up their cross and follow me. 25 For whoever wants to save their life will 
lose it, but whoever loses their life for me will find it. 26 What good will it be for some-
one to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their soul? Or what can anyone give in ex-
change for their soul? (Matthew 16:24-26 NIV) 
 
Taking up one’s cross can be at times exhausting. Caring for one’s soul might be the 

best thing we can do to remain spiritually strong. Our West Ohio Conference has made health 
of body, mind, soul and heart a point of emphasis in the life of their clergy over the past sever-
al years.  This is in response to several clergy person’s leaving the ministry or taking medical 
leaves related with higher levels of anxiety and depression. The United Methodist Church has 
provisions for spiritual renewal.  
 

¶350.3. A clergy member may request a formational and spiritual growth leave of up to 

six months while continuing to hold an appointment in the local church. Such leaves 

are available to clergy members who have held full-time appointments for at least six 

years. Such a leave shall be with the approval of the committee on pastor-parish rela-

tions, the church council, and the district superintendent. Annual conferences are en-

couraged to assist with pulpit supply and other temporary support for such leaves. The 

Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church 2016 .  

After over fifteen years of ministry, Pastor Joe has made a request for a spiritual for-

mation leave for the first time. The SPPRC (Staff Parish Pastor Relations Committee) and Ad-

ministrative Council with the support and encouragement of our District Superintendent have 

voted unanimously to approve a Spiritual Renew Leave for Pastor Joe from January 1, 2022 to 

February 28, 2022.  During this time Pastor Care emergencies will be handled by Pastor Brian 

Meadows and Pastor Carolyn Christman as well as our Lay Care team. We encourage to pray 

for spiritual renewal for our pastor during his time away from us.   

 

NEIGHBORHOOD OUTREACH ANGEL TREE 

There are 32 angels from the Neighborhood Outreach Center this year. The in-
formation papers can be found tied to the railing in the Sanctuary. If you wish 
to participate please choose and take an angel and don’t forget to add your 
name and phone number to the sign-up sheet. We are asking you to limit the 
gifts to 3 items and a spending limit of $75.00.  Have fun shopping and return 
your wrapped gifts to the church office by Sunday, December 19. Thank you so 
much for helping make Christmas wishes come true. 

 

YEAR-END GIVING 

If you wish to give to the Church before year-end, for tax purposes, your payment must be 

dated and post marked by December 31  

 

SPECIAL THANK YOU! 

Thank you so much to those who volunteered for the Thanksgiving Dinner  

and those who donated turkeys and pies! Thank you to all who helped in any 

way. More details can be seen in December bulletins. 

Thank you, Sharon Walden 

 

THE UMW ANNUAL COOKIE WALK  

December 5 from 9 am to 12 noon.   

Women of the UMW bring your cookies to the church on Friday, De-

cember 3 no later than between  9 and 11 am. We will be packaging 

them that day. 



WISDOM 

Matt 10:16 “Behold I send you forth as sheep in the midst of wolves:  
be ye therefore wise as serpents, harmless as doves”. 

 

What is the difference between knowledge and wisdom?  

 When I think of knowledge, I think of all the things I have discovered while in vari-

ous schools and life’s experiences, both good and bad. They have taught me a lot of 

“dos” and “don’ts” in life. No matter how old we get, every day can be a learning experi-

ence if we approach life with an open mind, however not all knowledge is good. How can 

we discern what knowledge is good and what knowledge isn’t? Do we act on our 

knowledge because it feels good or because it will give us some advantage over someone 

else? 

 Wisdom is when we take all of our knowledge and use it to determine whether 

our actions will produce good results or not so good results. Knowledge tells us what we 

can do or be; but wisdom asks us if we should. In my life, I have made many choices, 

some good and some not so good. Discernment by the Holy Spirit, could have saved me 

from the not so good choices by reasoning the outcome of my actions. 

James 1:5 “If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God,  
who gives to all generously without finding fault.”  

 
 Do we go to God with our plans and problems for wisdom and understanding or 

do we try to work them out ourselves blindly, not knowing what the possible outcome 

will be? Let us go boldly, in faith believing, before our God asking for wisdom before we 

make plans or try to solve our problems on our own. He wants to be included in our daily 

lives. 

Proverbs 3:13 “Happy is the man that finds wisdom,  

and the man that gets understanding.” 

Upcoming Events: 

December 18 – Men’s Fellowship Breakfast – 8:30 am in the Fellowship Hall 

Ron Perry 

UPCOMING MEETINGS/EVENTS 

Faith in Action meeting on Monday, December 6 at 4 pm in the lounge. 

Trustee meeting on Monday, December 6 at 7:00 pm in the fellowship hall.  

Finance meeting on Monday, December 6 at 7:00 pm in the lounge. 

SPPR Christmas Party on Friday, December 10 at 12 noon  
in the fellowship hall at the church. 

 
Worship/Music meeting on Monday, December 13 at 5:30 pm in the lounge. 
The poinsettias picked up after Christmas Eve service or December 26.   The 

schedule for Christmas Eve, December 24 is 7:00 and 11:00, communion at 

both services  



SERMON SCHEDULE FOR DECEMBER 

Dec 5
th

   Scripture:          Luke 1:26-38 Sermon Title:              Clean Delivery 

Dec 12
th

  Scripture:         Luke 2:1-7 Sermon Title:              Food for Thought           

Dec 19
th

  Scripture:         Matthew 2:1-12 Sermon Title:            Free Store Economics 

Dec 24
th

  Scripture:         Luke 2:8-20    Sermon Title:              A Shephard’s Tale 

Dec 26
th  

HYMN SING 

 

UPCOMING MEETINGS/EVENTS—DECEMBER 

 
December 2 –    Hannah/Ruth Christmas Party (Helmuth’s) 

  Meet at church 6 pm 
December 3 –    Church Tour – 5-7 pm 

December 5 –    UMW Cookie Walk – 9 am-noon (f.h.)  

Nov. 28, December 5, 12, 19 -   Advent School – 10-10:30am                               

December 6 -    Faith in Action - 4 pm (lounge) 
     Trustees  - 7:00 pm (f.h.) 
     Finance  - 7:00 pm (lounge) 

December 7  -      Red Cross Blood Drive – 12-6 pm (f. h.) 

December 10 -      SPPR Christmas Party – 6:30 pm (f.h.) 
December 13 -     Worship/Music  - 5:30 pm (lounge) 

        Ad. Council – 7:00 pm (f.h.) 
December 13,  15 & 17 –   Community Meal – 4:30 pm (drive-thru) 
December 18 -     Men’s Fellowship Breakfast – 8:30 am (f.h.) 
December 24 –    Christmas Eve Services – 7 & 11 pm 
        Poinsettia pick up after services. 
December 26  -    Poinsettia pick up 

December 27 –    Office closed for the holiday 

 
 

FAMILY MINISTRY TEAM 

ADVENT 

As we begin the sacred and beautiful season of advent, the Family Ministry Team of 

Bellefontaine First United Methodist Church invites you to spend time in God’s Word 

using new resources provided by our Family Ministry committee. Bookmarks with daily 

scriptures are available for adults, an Advent calendar for teens and a devotional booklet 

for families with young children have been purchased. The bookmarks will be available 

at church and delivered with the November 28th bulletins for homebound members. 

Family devotionals and Advent calendars for teens will be delivered by committee mem-

bers. Contact Peggy Thompson or Heidi Reser with any questions. May God bless this 

Advent Season as you grow closer to Christ during this beautiful season of joy. 

 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY @ BELLEFONTAINE FIRST UMC 

We happily announce that Advent Packets are being prepared for delivery in time for 

November 28, the first Sunday in Advent. Each Sunday children can open a gift that coor-

dinates with Pastor Joe Ziraldo’s message. Our hope is to increase young children’s 

knowledge of the true meaning of Christmas and bring extra hope, love, joy and peace to 

your home during this special season. 

 

The Family Ministry Team is excited to begin Advent School 2021! (4 year olds through 

5th grade) are invited to attend a special Sunday School class beginning Sunday, Novem-

ber 28, 2021, between the church services from 10-10:30 am  We will gather in the base-

ment children’s Sunday School classroom. The lessons will highlight the weekly themes 

of Advent, Hope, Love, Joy and Peace. We pray that this special time of worship will in-

crease the joy of the season as we wait to celebrate Jesus’ birth on Christmas. The dates 

for Advent School are November 28, December 5, 12, and 19. Please call Peggy Thomp-

son or Heidi Reser with any questions or to volunteer your support of this ministry. 



December 2021 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 IGNITE 5:30 pm 

CHOIR 6:45 pm 

BELLS 7:45 pm 

2 HANNAH/RUTH 

CIRCLE CHRISTMAS 
PARTY (Helmuth’s) Meet 
at the church at 6 pm 

3 PRAYER GRP. 11 am 

UMW COOKIE PACKAG-
ING 9-11 am 

CHURCH TOUR 5-7 pm 

4 NU BETA BREAK-

FAST WITH SANTA 
6:30 AM– NOON (f.h.) 

N/A 7 pm (up) 

5  

UMW COOKIE WALK 

9 am—12 noon 

6 F.I.A. (lounge) 4 pm 

FINANCE (lounge) 7 pm 

TRUSTEES (f.h.) 7 pm 

7 RED CROSS BLOOD 

DRIVE 12-6 pm (f.h.) 

BIBLE STUDY 6:30 pm 
(f.h.) 

N/A 7 pm (up) 

8 IGNITE 5:30 pm 

CHOIR 6:45 pm 

BELLS 7:45 pm 

9 10  PRAYER GRP. 11 am 

 

STAFF CHRISTMAS  

PARTY 6:30 pm (f.h.) 

11  

N/A 12-8 pm (f.h.) 

12 13 COMMUNITY MEAL 

(drive thru only) 4:30 pm 
 
WORSHIP/MUSIC 5:30 pm 
(lounge) 
 
AD. COUNCIL (lounge) 7 pm 

14 BIBLE STUDY 6:30 

pm (f.h.) 

 

N/A 7 pm (up) 

15  IGNITE 5:30 pm 

CHOIR 6:45 pm 

BELLS 7:45 pm 

COMMUNITY MEAL (drive 
thru only) 4:30 pm 

16 17 PRAYER GRP. 11 am 

COMMUNITY MEAL (drive 
thru only) 4:30 pm 

18 

MEN’S BREAKFAST 8:30 
am (f.h.) 

N/A 7 pm (up) 

19 20 21  

BIBLE STUDY 6:30 pm 
(f.h.) 

N/A 7 pm (up) 

22 IGNITE 5:30 pm 

CHOIR 6:45 pm 

BELLS 7:45 pm 

23 24 PRAYER GRP. 11 am 

CHRISTMAS SERVICES 7 
AND 11 pm 

25  

MERRY CHRISTMAS 

26 27  

OFFICE CLOSED 

28  

BIBLE STUDY 6:30 pm 
(f.h.) 

N/A 7 pm (up) 

29 IGNITE 5:30 pm 

CHOIR 6:45 pm 

BELLS 7:45 pm 

30 31 PRAYER GRP. 11 am 

NEW YEAR’S EVE 

 


