TOWER NEWS—AUGUST, 2021
Our Mission: To welcome all people through the love of Jesus Christ
and grow as disciples who transform the world.
Our Vision: Every person in our church and community lives a life that will make Jesus smile
and others smile on their journey of life and love. Jesus smiles when every person loves God,
loves one another and is engaged in transforming the world.
Every member is a minister!

When the seventh month came and the people of Israel were settled in their
towns, all the people gathered together in the area in front of the Water Gate.
They asked Ezra the scribe to bring out the Instruction scroll from Moses, according to which the LORD had instructed Israel. So on the first day of the seventh month, Ezra the priest brought the Instruction before the assembly. This
assembly was made up of both men and women and anyone who could understand what they heard.
Nehemiah 8:1-2 (CEB)

PASTOR JOE’S PAGE….
One of the strangest comments that have been said to me when it comes to
matter of faith is, “I’m not sure what the Bible says, but this is what it means to be a
Christian.” Studies over the past three decades have shown primarily amongst younger people a lack of interest in reading and studying the scriptures. Less than half of
people surveyed in 2010 by Pew Research, knew the names of the four Gospels. Skepticism in the accuracy and authority of the Bible are also growing with a younger generation. This issue should concern us all.
This is not a new problem either. The way that Israel has successfully
stamped out religious beliefs with the people of the lands that they took over contained three key elements. The first is the scattering of people that makes the oral
teaching and transmission of faith nearly impossible. Second, the destruction of sacred temples, shrines and churches that allowed a community of faith to gather. The
third was the destruction of all holy writings (i.e. scriptures) that document that faith.
These same techniques have been used on the Jewish community during their dispersion known as the Diaspora.
(CONTINUES)

PASTOR JOE’S PAGE
The scripture above from Nehemiah is part of the rededication of the Temple
after some of the Jewish people were allowed to return. To reverse the affects of being
exiled from their homeland, they prayed and read from the Law to celebrate that the
survival of their faith and national identity as a people. They read the scriptures to reinforce the need to pass on their faith to the next generation.
We continue that tradition this month by teaching the young ones amongst us
through the ministry and gift of VBS. We continue to reinforce that message through
Confirmation, Youth Groups and New Member classes. We gather as people of the faith
around our living rooms, dining room tables and church small groups and Bible studies to
mature in the way that God has been calling us into a life of faith. We do so, to live a life
that reflects one lived in harmony with God and God’s intentions or will for our life. We
find encouragement in the ways that God has worked in the life of the saints who have
gone before us. We wait with joyful anticipation over what God will invite us to do.

FAITH IN ACTION
The Faith in Action Team last met on May 3, 2021, to discuss how to begin again after being shut down for so long. Our topics of discussion were the ministries we were participating in before the pandemic put a hold on so much of our lives. BFUMC continued
throughout the pandemic to serve an average of 85 meals through the Last Thursday
Meals drive-thru format and around 21 deliveries were made each month. Sharon Walden is hoping to go back to in-person dining in September. The FIA team is hoping that
when this happens the Justice Mobile and the Logan County Health District will be able to
return to give free legal advice and hold blood pressure screenings and Narcan training to
all members of our community.
The Second Harvest Food Bank has also continued to deliver the Elder Food Boxes every
month. These boxes are delivered for those who are 65 and older and meet the financial
qualifications. If you or anyone that you know would like to apply for an Elder Food Box
you can get an application from Sharon Walden or Robin Harrington.

If our faith is not founded in the witness of what God has done in the past, then
how can we know for sure that the life we are living reflects the Christian faith and tradition? What will we be passing along to the next generation? Take some time this week
to refamiliarize yourself with God’s word if you have not spent time nurtured in the faith.
Consider this time as time that God can speak into your mind, heart and soul. Find
strength for the journey. I am always here to help.

You may have noticed that the Blessing Bucket is being made available every Sunday.
Now you can contribute whatever Sunday you wish, not just the first Sunday of the
month. The money that is collected all month will go to the designated mission at the end
of the month. In May we collected $166.00 to be used for Vacation Bible School. June’s
mission was the Doors of Encouragement, which is a Relay for Life fundraiser that benefits the Logan County Cancer Society. We are thrilled to say that a total of $316.00 was
collected. In July, we collected monies for the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund. This fund is for
Pastor Joe to help anyone who may come in and needs a bit of financial help; such as a
meal, gas money, etc. Our August Blessing Bucket will go to the Mission for Mexico.

Pastor Joe

Our next meeting will be August 2, 2020 @ 4:00 p.m. We would love for anyone who
would like to help us be the hands and feet of Jesus to join us.

ICE CREAM SOCIAL NEWS

UMM
Gen. 1:27 “So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him;
male and female created he them.”

AUGUST 11 at 6:00 pm
Making home made ice cream for the UMW
Ice Cream Social.
If you have an ice cream freezer we may borrow please drop it
off in the kitchen before August 11. If you want to join in the
fun and taste the final product, come help at 6:00 on August 11.
Please contact Mike or Myra Suman if you are interested.

ICE CREAM SOCIAL
Friday, AUGUST 13
4:30 - 7:00 pm
Shredded chicken, sloppy Joe sandwiches, assorted salads, brownies and assorted pies
Home made Ice Cream , beverages
Donations accepted and given to UMW missions

When you read this scripture, what comes to your mind? Do we physically look like God? Just think of all
the billions of people that ever was, is now, or are to come, do we look like God? We all have different
finger prints, we all look physically different, we all have different personalities, etc.
One of the definitions of image is “The general impression that a person, organization, or product presents to the public”. With this definition, does it mean how we should represent God to the public?
James 1:23-24 NIV “Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like a man who looks
at his face in the mirror and, after looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks
like. “
How often do we hear a good sermon in church on Sunday and go about our business on Monday and
forget what God wanted us to do, or what he wanted us to sacrifice, or what he wanted us to change in
our lives? What areas of growth are we neglecting? Life is a continuous journey. A good friend of mine
once told me “Every day we walk one step closer to God, or we take one step away from God”. These
steps are so miniscule that we rarely notice what is changed in our lives until it becomes vividly noticeable. We choose each day many things that not only affect our lives; but the lives of others. It is so easy to
get busy with earthly activity that we neglect our Spiritual activity.
Have you intentionally stepped toward God today or have you taken him for granted? When you wake
up in the morning , greet him and thank him for another day? Do you ask him to guide your steps into
the future how ever long that may be?
We never know when we will meet him face to face so we need to share his image and glory to all we
meet daily in our family, our church, and even the public square. We all have limited time to share his
Good News and need to intentionally get busy for the Lord!
Future events: There will be no Men’s Fellowship Breakfast in July or August but will return in September.
October 29-30 – District Men’s Retreat at Camp Wesley.

CHURCH INFO
AUGUST 8TH – 1 COMBINED SERVICE– 9:00am
Highlighting VBS followed by a church breakfast!
(eggs, bacon, biscuits, toast, gravy, fruit)
ON AUGUST 15 both the 9 am Traditional Service and the 10:30 am Ignite
Service will begin streaming on Facebook live or viewed later.
You are invited by the pastor’s bible study class to join us in the sanctuary on August 10th and 17th at 7 pm for a teaching by Dr. Thomas Long. Dr. Long will
share a perspective on how the Gospels help us deal with brokenness. Thomas
Long is the Bandy Professor of Preaching at Candler School of Theology at
Emory University in Atlanta, Georgia

UNITED WAY STUFF THE BUS
We again will have a container in the entryway to put
your school supplies in for the United Way Stuff
the Bus for Logan County Schools project. For more
info take a flyer by the container. All supplies must be
in container by Sunday, August 8 so they can be
picked up on Monday the 9th.
Supplies needed:
Backpacks
headphones
post it notes
Composition notebooks
highlighters
Crayons
index cards
Disinfecting wipes
markers
Dry erase markers
masks/face coverings
Elastic waist pants & shorts
notebooks
Folders
paper towels
Glue & glue sticks
pencils
Hand sanitizer
pens (blue & black

VBS
August 3-5
6-7:30 pm

“Putting on the Armor of God”
Ages 3 1/2 to 12

Registration forms in the entryway
or online at our website!
rulers
sandwich bags
school boxes
scissors
socks
underwear
zipper binders

SERMON SCHEDULE FOR AUGUST
Aug 8th Scripture:
Sermon Title:
Aug 15th Scripture:
Sermon Title:
Aug 22nd Scripture:
Sermon Title:

Psalm 130
“The Waiting Game”
1 Kings 2:10-12, 3:3-14
“What Will the Next Generation Ask For?”
John 6:56-69
“FEAST at God’s Table”

th

Aug 29 Scripture:
James 1:17-27
Sermon Title: “Faith in Action, Not Just Words”

RED CROSS
BLOOD DRIVE
AUGUST 10 12- 6 PM
1ST UMC

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS
GALE CHISM

AUGUST 5

MATT PENHORWOOD

AUGUST 21

ELAINE COOK

AUGUST 6

CINDA BLAIR

AUGUST 23

STEVE ARBOGAST

AUGUST 7

NADA BROWN

AUGUST 24

ALEXIS LAMBERT

AUGUST 8

BARBARA TROWBRIDGE

AUGUST 25

OLIVER GRANDSTAFF

AUGUST 8

TAJANA MACDONALD

AUGUST 25

KYLE OVERLY

AUGUST 12

SUSAN GIVLER

AUGUST 26

DREW ERWIN

AUGUST 13

CHRISTINA MORAN

AUGUST 28

LOUISE NORRIS

AUGUST 13

BRIAN BROWN

AUGUST 30

MARTY CARMEAN

AUGUST 17

BOB MITCHELL

AUGUST 30

DOTTIE WEST

AUGUST 18

DORTHY MCGILLIVRAY

AUGUST 31

MELODY GATCHEL

AUGUST 31

August 2021
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

BIBLE STUDY 9:30 AM

VBS 6-7:30 PM

VBS 6-7:30 PM

VBS 6-7:30 PM

PRAYER GRP 11 AM

N/A 7 PM (upstairs)

(down)
F.I.A. 4 PM (lounge)
TRUSTEES 7 PM (f.h.)

8
BOTH WORSHIP SERVICES WILL BE COMBINED AS ONE AT 9 AM.

9

BIBLE STUDY 9:30 AM

10

RED CROSS BLOOD

(down)

DRIVE 12-6 PM

UMW EXE.MTG. 1 PM (f.h.)

VIDEO—DR. LONG 7 PM

WORSHIP MTG. 5:30 PM
(fh)
AD. COUNCIL 7 PM (f.h.)

15

N/A 7 PM (upstairs)

16

BIBLE STUDY 9:30 AM

(down)

11

IGNITE 5:30 PM

12

13

(f.h.)

PRAYER GRP 11 AM

14

N/A 7 PM (upstairs)

ICE CREAM SOCIAL
4:30-7 PM (f.h.)

MAKE ICE CREAM 6 PM

N/A 7 PM (upstairs)

17

18

IGNITE 5:30 PM

19

RETIRED TEACHERS

20

PRAYER GRP 11 AM

21

N/A 7 PM (upstairs)

27

PRAYER GRP 11 AM

28

N/A 7 PM (upstairs)

DINNER 6 PM (f.h.)

VIDEO—DR. LONG 7 PM
N/A 7 PM (upstairs)

22

23

BIBLE STUDY 9:30 AM

(down)

29

30

BIBLE STUDY 9:30 AM

(down)

24
N/A 7 PM (upstairs)

31
N/A 7 PM (upstairs)

25

IGNITE 5:30 PM

26

LAST THURSDAY

MEAL 4:30 PM

