TOWER NEWS
NOVEMBER
Our Mission: To welcome all people through the love of Jesus Christ

and grow as disciples who transform the world.
Our Vision: Every person in our church and community lives a life that will make Jesus smile and others
smile on their journey of life and love. Jesus smiles when every person loves God, loves one another

and is engaged in transforming the world.

Every member is a minister!

The whole Israelite community complained against Moses and Aaron in the desert. The Israelites
said to them, “Oh, how we wish that the LORD had just put us to death while we were still in the
land of Egypt. There we could sit by the pots cooking meat and eat our fill of bread. Instead, you’ve
brought us out into this desert to starve this whole assembly to death.” Then the LORD said to Moses, “I’m going to make bread rain down from the sky for you. The people will go out each day and
gather just enough for that day. In this way, I’ll test them to see whether or not they follow my Instruction.
(Exodus 16:2-4)

Are you feeling anxious? I can feel the anxiety level of the current COVID pandemic in all the circles
that I meet with. We have found it difficult to maintain critical and necessary relationships with those closest to us. We wonder about the financial security of our immediate futures. It is even difficult to understand
whom to listen to when it comes to the proper way that we can hinder the spread of this disease. I have
found the word disease funny, since it creates such dis-ease in our lives.

The Israelites found themselves in a great state of dis-ease as they followed Moses towards the
Promised Land. God had freed them from their bondage, but they find themselves in the next impossible
situation, how to find food and drink in the arid desert. People started to lose faith in God and his appointed
leader Moses. Most of their emotions can be summarized in one word—fear. Fear of the unknown. Fear
that they may have made a terrible mistake. Fear can paralyze us from seeking solutions to our situations or
conditions. Fear can bring out the worst parts of who we are.
Faith is the opposite of fear. A belief in something or someone. Faith is the immune response to
fighting back the fears that can entrap and overwhelm us. As people of faith, we know that God is always
there to provide what we need, even when we don’t know what to ask for. God wants what is best for you
and me. We can place our trust in that. So, I have a question for you to ponder in these fearful times, “What
fear do you have that God can turn into a feast?”
As we approach this month of November remembering how great a God we have, have you considered His blessings? We remember both the saints who have walked a life of faith before us, celebrated at
the beginning of the month and the assurance of God’s bounty at the end of the month in Thanksgiving.
Who in your life did you overcome your fear of, that has become a complete blessing? How has God provided for your needs in unexpected ways? If you are like me, looking to the past allows us all to see the blessings of God’s handiwork on our current lives. If God has provided so generously in the past, we can have
faith that our future is secure.
Blessing upon blessings to you and yours, Pastor Joe

UMM

MEDIA TEAM NEEDS YOU!!

Gal. 2: 19-21 “For I through the law am dead to the law, that I might live unto God. I
am crucified with Christ nevertheless I live, yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which
I now live in the flesh, I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself
for me. I do not frustrate the grace of God; for if righteousness come by the law, then Christ
is dead in vain.
What does it mean to have “Christ Living in Me”? What should our life look like to the
outside world? If I were on trial, would there be enough evidence to convict me? Are we
living apart from the world or are we just going through the motions?
These are serious questions that only we can answer for ourselves. We are not responsible for the actions of others. We will only be judged for our own actions – good or
bad. Every time you look into a mirror, are you happy with the person looking back at you or
do you wish that person was more responsive to others?
During this COVID period, most have been cooped up, living in fear of the unknown.
It is wise to be cautious; but are we letting opportunities slip away to help our neighbors or
show a hurting world that Christ is still alive and well?
I really appreciate the men who have stepped forward to complete projects such
as mowing a yard, moving a family, fixing flashing on a house, building a fence at Camp
Wesley, constructing bench/picnic combos, etc. There are so many ways to show Christ’s
love for the world and everyone in it. May we have the faith in Christ that all things are possible through him and continue to love our neighbors as ourselves in all ways.
May God bless you and your family. May we be truly thankful for what God has
placed into our hands and given the authority over.
Ron Perry

UPCOMING EVENTS:

November 21 – Men’s Fellowship Breakfast in Fellowship Hall – 8:30 am

We need someone willing to run the computer on Sunday mornings
and the time commitment is less than once a month! The schedule is
flexible! Middle School students up to age 100 are welcome!! All you
need is a very basic knowledge of how to use a computer —no high
techie skills required! If you are willing to serve First UMC by joining
the media team, please call or text Cathy Wiley at 937-935-8711 or
call the church office.

WANT TO CONTRIBUTE?
The downtown churches have been donating money to the Lutheran Community Services to purchase shoes for school age
children. If anyone would like to contribute, please send a
check to the Lutheran Community Services with shoes on the
memo line.

MUSIC/WORSHIP
Christmas decorating has always been a family event for most people, even with our
church family. However, this year we are sorry to announce that the decorating will be
done by only Music and Worship team members. We have enjoyed your help and
company in the past, but due to covid, we think this is a better option. We will still
have the tree in the sanctuary, the roping and lights at all 3 balconies, the window decorations and the Advent wreath and candles, as well as the tree in the entry way. We
are making things a little simpler this year by not decorating other areas of the
church. We look forward to the approaching holidays and wish you and your families
good tidings and good health as you decorate your own homes.

November 26 – Thanksgiving Dinner – need volunteer drivers to deliver

Merry Christmas! Music and Worship Team

Dear Bellefontaine First United Methodist Church,

My time with you ended up being an interim year
with a purpose! Through each one of you, I experienced the living Christ; for that, I am forever grateful.
It was not a shallow experience that happens often
in our frequently superficial world . It was the opposite--deep love and deep peace. All the gifts, especially the gifts of each one of you, were appreciated.

Gwyn Stetler

November 1 Joshua Robbins
Bob Newkirk

November 4 Harold McGillivray

November 14

Gloria Martin

November 16

David Hutchins

November 17

Bev Goff

November 7 Miriam Lescalleet
November 8 Nathan Alexander

Jarrett Meeker
November 18

Ashley Reser

Ann Jerviss

November 19

Ryan Penny

THE 2021 ALTAR FLOWER CHART is now available!

Chet Kurtz

November 20

Matt Beasley

Sign up now, dates go quickly.

Greg Knight

November 22

Grace Shamblin

Carrie Reynolds

November 23

James Ball

November 9 Dick Kelley

November 24

Bailey Penhorwood

November 10 Christina Dodds

November 26

Raph Guenther

November 27

Breanna Burkhammer

The chart is in the hall by the sanctuary.

Betty Sargent

CHURCH CONFERENCE
Bellefontaine First ‘s Church Conference
Thursday, November 12th at 7:00 pm
with Rev. Bill Halter presiding.

November 12 Dara Wren
November 13 Andy Marshall
Tim Smith

Kraig Strayer

Chelsea Burkhammer
November 28

Bill Troth

November 29

Doug Lamb

FAMILY MINISTRY
The goal of the Family Ministry Team is to provide spirit-filled opportunities for the children, youth, and adults in our 1st UMC family. We pray that each person will find the joy in
the Lord as we grow in community and deepen our relationship with Jesus.

DIRECTOR OF YOUTH AND FAMILY MINISTRY
Bellefontaine First United Methodist Church is searching to hire a Director of Youth and
Family Ministry. If you or someone you know someone has a spiritual gift of leadership, a
heart for teenagers, energy, and enthusiasm, please contact the church office and request
a job description/application.

UMC YOUTH MINISTRY
We are excited to have Pastor Ed Beale onboard to volunteer with youth ministry. Pastor
Ed, Peggy and Heidi have called each family with teens to discuss ideas and suggestions. A
kickoff event is being planned for December. Look for updates!

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
Pastor Joe Ziraldo encouraged the Family Ministry Team to find new ways to connect with
our church kids and their families. Team members are choosing a variety of resources and
activities to encourage a deeper relationship with Jesus. Families will receive some things
by mail and other resources will be available online through our BFUMC Facebook page,
YouTube, or Podcast. We are especially excited about inviting members of Bellefontaine
First UMC to participate in this venture.
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

“FAITH IN ACTION” TEAM
The Missions Team met on September 21, 2020 after a long hiatus due to
COVID-19. We discussed how so many things look different at this time, but
we still feel the need to help where we can. We are working on reaching out
to the Bellefontaine Manor to let them know we haven’t abandoned the residents there and see how we can continue to interact with them. We are coming into the Christmas season soon and that brings with it the giving spirit and
Natalie Grandstaff has agreed to be our liaison again for the Angel Tree Project. Look for more information after our November 16th meeting. We still
need more members to join our team so don’t be surprised if you are approached by one of our current members and asked to join us in being the
hands and feet of Jesus.

FAMILY MINISTRY CONTINUED
SAFE SANCTUARIES

The wellbeing and safety of each individual is a priority at Bellefontaine First UMC. Protect My Ministry is a company hired by our church to provide background checks for all
staff and volunteers. They are committed to helping faith-based organizations maintain a
safe environment at our church. If you are interested in helping with children and youth
ministries, a background check is required. Please contact the church or Family Ministry
Team to start the process.

PRAYER PARTNERS

The November Blessing Bucket money will go to the Thanksgiving Love

Dinner and we will be collecting the entire month.
Lastly, we want to share that we discussed the merits of changing the name
of the Missions Team. Our congregation is used to the name and has a sense
of what we do, however, it has come to our attention that newer members
and visitors have been unclear. “Missions” to many means going to faraway
places and helping build or repair something, providing medical assistance or
financial aid which is all true. But it is also doing the small things; such as
helping out a neighbor, providing for those that can’t provide for themselves,
showing others that someone cares. It’s what we do and it’s how we show
our faith in Jesus…..through our actions towards others. So, the mission team
will be known going forward as the “Faith in Action” Team.

The Family Ministry Team Prayer Partner project is underway. If you want to participate
in this ministry, please call the church and request an informational Prayer Partner card
to be mailed to you. There are just two requirements, #1-personally commit to pray for
one individual or family and #2-respect the confidentiality of their prayer requests. Pastor Joe and members of the prayer teams will pray over all the Prayer cards, then one
card will be mailed to each participating individual or family. Prayer Partners are anonymous. Please consider joining this ministry! Everyone is qualified and everyone is
needed!

The Family Ministry Team will meet on Tuesday, November 3, at 7:00 pm in the
Children’s Sunday School room (basement). ALL ARE WELCOME.

Submitted by Heidi Reser

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIA ORDER

RED POINSETTIA, 6” POT, 5-7 BLOOMS

$12.00 per poinsettia.
All proceeds of this sale are used by the Logan County Board of DD - AKTION Club (An affiliate of Kiwanis)
for the many activities they do in the community.

DEADLINE FOR FORM TO BE INTO OFFICE NOVEMBER 22ND!
Name of person ordering:__________________________________
Phone: ____________________

No. of poinsettias___________

In honor of______________________________________________________________________________

In memory of___________________________________________________________________________

Instead of a poinsettia give to Weekday Religious Education or Warm Clothes for Kids (circle one or both)

In honor of______________________________________________________________________________
In memory of___________________________________________________________________________

THANKSGIVING LOVE DINNER—NOVEMBER 26
This year’s dinner will be a little different
because of the Covid-19!
Delivery from 12 to 2 pm.
Drive—thru will be from 12-2:30 pm.
We will not be able to have eat in.

Please sign up to help with our 18th annual Thanksgiving
Love Dinner. The sign up sheets are available in the entryway of church or
you may call the church office at 937-592-9651.
Last year we prepared 750 meals and 37 turkeys. This year we will need 40 turkeys. If
purchasing a turkey PLEASE make sure it weighs between 12-14 pounds, as this allows
for uniform cooking the day before.
We may also need . Always grateful for the monetary donations.
Please write Thanksgiving on the memo line of your check or on the envelope if you give
cash. Thank you , Sharon Walden

November 2020
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

ALL SAINTS SUNDAY

GIRL SCOUTS (f.h.)
5:30-7 pm

(BOTH SERVICES)

9

VETERANS SUNDAY

MUSIC/WORSHIP MTG.
(f.h.) 5:30 pm

16

RED CROSS BLOOD
DRIVE 12-6 pm (f.h.)
MISSIONS MTG. (down) 4 pm

10

COUNTY INS.

MTG. 9 am-12 noon (f.h.)

UMW WORLD
THANKOFFERING SUNDAY

23

GIRL SCOUTS (f.h.)
5:30-7 pm

30

MARTHA CIRCLE (f.h.) 1 pm
GIRL SCOUTS (f.h.)
5:30-7 pm

N/A 7:30 pm (f.h.)

BIBLE STUDY 4 pm (f.h.)
BIBLE STUDY 7 pm (zoom)

11

DULCIMER GRP. 9am (f.h.)

12

13

BIBLE STUDY 7 pm (zoom)

CHARGE CONFERENCE
(sanc.) 7 pm

17

18

19

N/A 7:05 pm (f.h.)

DULCIMER GRP. 9am (f.h.)
BIBLE STUDY 4 pm (f.h.)

KIWANIS 12-1:30 pm f.h.)

20

25

26
THANKSGIVING MEAL
NO BIBLE STUDY

21
UMM BREAKFAST
8:30 am (f.h.)

UMW OFFICER INSTALLATION
7 pm (f.h.)

N/A 7:30 pm (f.h.)

BIBLE STUDY 7 pm (zoom)

24

14
N/A 7:30 pm (f.h.)

KIWANIS 12-1:30 pm (f.h.)

BIBLE STUDY 4 pm (f.h.)

N/A 7:05 pm (f.h.)

29

KIWANIS 12-1:30 pm (f.h.)

UMW EXE. BD. MTG.
1 pm (f.h.)

SPPR (lounge) 6 pm

22

DULCIMER GRP. 9am
(f.h.)

N/A 7:05 pm (f.h.)

8

15

FAMILY MINISTRY
(down) 7 pm

27

28

N/A 7:30 pm (f.h.)

