
 

Our Mission: To welcome all people through the love of Jesus Christ and grow as disciples who 

transform the world. 

Our Vision: Every person in our church and community lives a life that will make Jesus smile and 

others smile on their journey of life and love. Jesus smiles when every person loves God, loves one 

another and is engaged in transforming the world.  

Every member is a minister! 

Tower 
 

 

  Pastor Ben’s News 

Grateful Praise 

We are reminded of giving thanks with grateful praise in Psalm 100: 

Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth.  
Worship the LORD with gladness;  
come before him with joyful songs.  
now that the LORD is God.  
It is he who made us, and we are his;  
we are his people, the sheep of his pasture. 

Enter his gates with thanksgiving  
and his courts with praise;  
give thanks to him and praise his name.  
For the LORD is good and his love endures forever;  
his faithfulness continues through all generations. 

Can you believe it?  Thanksgiving is almost here.  We have so very much to be thankful for in our 
lives today.   I know, some of you might be thinking, “I am just thankful that this year is almost 
over.”  However, I suggest, instead of focusing on the many difficult things in today’s world, think 
about what the psalmist is saying and give God your grateful praise! 

What are you thankful for this year?  I encourage you to take time to make a list and simply 
praise God for all of the many blessings He has provided. When you think about it, I hope you will 
realize that God gives us blessings, big and small, every day.  Shout for joy to the Lord. Give 
thanks to Him and praise His name! 

God bless you and your family this Thanksgiving! 

Pastor Ben 

News NOVEMBER  2019 
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Dear Chairpersons, Worship Team and UMM & UMW Presidents, 

 I will be on vacation December 16-19, 26 and 30. 

 Lots of thinking ahead for you! Thank you for your cooperation. 

 There will not be a January Tower News due to my vacation, if you have any articles 

that need to be put in for January, we will put them in the December Tower News.  The 

deadline for The December Tower News is November 15. 

 I need to have December 22nd bulletin before I leave on vacation so I need info for 

that bulletin by December 10th. 

 Due to Christmas being on Wednesday, December 25 – I will need the bulletin info 

for Christmas eve services and December 29th bulletin into office by no later than, Mon-

day, December 19. I will be running all 3 bulletins on Christmas Eve Day. 

                                                                                          Thanks so much!       Barb Dancer 

 

PASTOR’S PRAYER LINE (937) 593-5155 
Pastor Ben has a new prayer line that rings directly into his phone.  If you 
have a confidential prayer request for Pastor Ben please call (937) 593-5155 
and leave a message.  If you would like a returned call, leave your name and 
phone number in the voice mail box and Pastor Ben will call you as soon as 
possible. 
 

 

 

NOVEMBER SERMON TITLES AND TEXTS 
Date          Title       Text        Preaching 

November 3     For All The Saints             Luke 6:20-31               Pastor Ben Shaeffer 

November 10  S tanding Firm       2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17  Pastor Ben Shaeffer 

November 17   Discipline for Growth     2 Thessalonians 3:6-13   Pastor Ben Shaeffer 

November 24   A Very Present God  Psalm 46                     Gwyn Stetler, Community Minister 

 

JOIN US FOR A MARMON VALLEY 

CHRISTMAS! 

 

On Friday evening, December 13, please join our church family for an evening of fun, fel-

lowship and a wagon ride to witness a live Christmas Nativity at Marmon Valley Farm in 

Zanesfield. It is a wonderful event for all ages! 

To make a reservation for you and your family/friends, call Marmon Valley Farm at 593-

8000 and mention our church for Friday, December 13 at 6:30 pm. If that time fills up, 

they will schedule you at 6:45 or 7:00. The cost is $10 each and includes the wagon ride 

and story of the first Christmas, petting zoo, pony rides, hot chocolate , cookie, and a craft 

for the kids. There is also a concession stand with other food and a s’more pit for an addi-

tional charge. When you call to reserve, a credit card payment will be due. 

It is early, but the times will book up quickly so try to plan ahead for this fun evening with 

First Church. 

Any questions, contact Peggy Thompson @937-935-2264 or Heidi Reser @ 937-539-1197. 

 
 

2020 ALTAR FLOWER CHART  
 

THE 2020 ALTAR FLOWER CHART is now available!  

Sign up now, dates go quickly. The chart is in the hall by the 

sanctuary. 

 



 

 

UMW has three important dates to wrap-up our 2019 year. 

November 17th is World Thank Offering Sunday.  The monies donated help us help oth-

ers locally, nationally, and internationally. We certainly say “thank you” for your help in 

the past. 

November 21st is our installation of officers at 7 pm in the fellowship hall.  We wel-

come these ladies and appreciate their guidance in directing our organization. 

Also that evening, we will have our Memorial service. This service honors those mem-

bers who have passed from November, 2018 through October, 2019. The congregation 

is invited to attend. 

Finally, we will have our annual Cookie Walk on December 8th from 9 am-12 noon. 

UMW ladies will prepare their favorite recipes to be shared. We ask for cash donations 

to help with our missions. 

 

CHURCH DIRECTORY UPDATE 

Picture Day is coming up!   Wednesday, October 30th 
 

You should get a reminder call from the company about your scheduled 

time. You may also call the church office, or Kayce Shaeffer, 419-356-

8740 or Debbie Shellhaas, 303-718-9123 if you have questions.  There 

are still a few spots left if you wish to be photographed! Thank you for 

your efforts to make our updated directory complete and up to date. 

 

STAIN GLASS WINDOW PROJECT UPDATE 

 

Phase 1 of the stain glass window project, which entails the restoration and 

repair of all of the sanctuary windows, will commence in January of 2020.  On 

January 7, Cathedral Crafts is scheduled to start removing the windows.  

Once removed, the windows will be shipped to Winona, Minnesota, where 

the necessary work will be performed.  During the time the windows are 

gone, temporary protective coverings will cover the window openings.  The work 

schedule calls for the windows to be returned and installed by Easter. 

 

Phase 2 of the project, which covers the remainder of the windows, has not been com-

mitted to because the capital campaign has fallen short of the funds needed to cover 

the cost of the project.  As of October 14, $150,410 of the goal of $190,000 has been 

received through generous donations of the congregation.  Because of this shortfall, 

consideration is being given to renegotiating the scope of Phase 2 work to bring its cost 

in line with the amount of funds that have been received. 

 

If you have any questions about the project, a detail description of the work to be done 

is available for review in the office and Scott Shellhaas can answer any question you 

might have. 

 

Scott Shellhaas 



TRUSTEES REPORT 

FINANCIAL: For 2019, through September, the Trustees have incurred 

building related operating expenditures in the amount of $48,660 versus a 

budget of $56,925, a favorable variance of $8,265.   The favorable variance 

is due largely to the timing of insurance premium payments and purchase of capital equipment.  

Year to date, major operating expenditures (excluding capital expenditures) by area have been:   

utilities ($20,585); liability and property insurance ($3,356); boiler and air conditioning mainte-

nance ($6,797); interior maintenance ($4,151); office equipment lease and maintenance ($3,309); 

computer equipment and software ($4,354), parking lot and sidewalk maintenance ($1,890); and 

organ and piano maintenance ($1,292). 

TRUSTEE ACTION ITEMS 

Fire Extinquisher/Safety/Emergency Lighting Inspection. No issues. Complete inspection com-

pleted by Megacity. 

Stained glass window repair/restoration/rehabilitation project: Phase 1 of the project is now 

scheduled to commence January 7, 2020.  Phase 2 has not been committed and may need 

to be renegotiated to scale back the scope to match funds received in the capital cam-

paign. 

The elevator passed state inspections and the annual operating certificate has been received. 

The following two major capital improvements totaling $28,850 have been completed and 

paid for out of the Trustees, Harold and Barbara Marker Trustee Account: (1) Roof repairs 

($13,850); and (2) Exterior masonry work originally authorized and scheduled in 2018 

which entailed tuck pointing and sealing certain areas ($15,000).  The Trustees have been 

advised the Marker Charitable Trust will donate $25,000 to the Marker Trustee account. 

There will be a slight increase in organ maintenance in 2020 to $1,235. 

We are awaiting new bulbs to be installed in the Sanctuary light fixtures. 

Annual boiler maintenance has been scheduled. 

Trustees are awaiting further details and information regarding Endowment and Gift Policy, 

Memorial Garden, foyer design for welcome center and resource board 

Scott Shellhaas 

MISSIONS TEAM NOTES  
The blessing Bucket collection for November will be for Thanksgiving Meal funds. 

 

The Emergency Response Training held on October 5 was amazing!!!  Five people from our 

church and two people from other communities participated in the training. We will be 

providing another training in April for any other interested people who could not attend this 

training.  Please let Linda Knight know if you want to participate.  I will have the exact date 

after the first of the year.   

 

Angel Tree angels will be coming soon, so look for them on the rail in the sanctuary and 

sign up on the clipboard with your name and the child you are taking to provide a gift for.  

We have discovered that we need to make sure to encourage you to purchase one item for 

the child.  Sometimes people have bought every item on the child’s list.  Some others have 

bought one gift.  We believe we should be consistent and if we ask you to just provide one 

item, that is best.  You will bring your wrapped and labeled item to the church prior to Dec. 

15.  Thank you so much for your continued support of this community response. 

 

If you have not given money for the weekend backpack program, you can still do so.  Thank you 

so much as your donations go to providing weekend food items for the elementary children in 

Bellefontaine.  Just make sure you note your donation is going to the Weekend Backpack pro-

gram.   

 

We are hoping to help with some youth activities as there is need.  Please feel free to sign up for activities 

that are presented for youth and for other opportunities in the community like the Thanksgiving Dinner prep 

and serving.   

The Getting Ahead Class began October 17 and runs through Dec. 5.  We have many volunteers for food for 

those classes.  Thank you so much. 

We are all the hands and feet of Jesus.  Keep on doing and giving!!!!                        Linda Knight 



 

 

 

 

 

THANKSGIVING LOVE DINNER—NOVEMBER 28 
Please sign up to help with our 17th annual Thanksgiving Love Dinner. The sign up sheets 
are available.  

Last year we prepared 750 meals and 37 turkeys. This year we will need 40 turkeys. If pur-
chasing a turkey PLEASE make sure it weighs between 12-14 pounds, as this allows for 
uniform cooking the day before.   

We may also need 65 pies, at this time Lewistown UMC is graciously donating them but  
haven’t gotten a final number from them. Always grateful for the monetary donations.  
 
Please write Thanksgiving on the memo line of your check or on the envelope if you give 
cash. 

 Thank you , Sharon Walden 

THANK YOU! 

Thank you, UMW, for providing the dessert for September  

Last Thursday meal.  

Everyone enjoyed the cakes.  

                                                                                                  Sharon Walden 

 

A CHRISTMAS OPEN HOUSE  

The holidays are coming! Please mark your calendars now for a  

Christmas Open House at the home of Pastor Ben and Kayce. 

Sunday, December 8th, 2-4 pm 

119 N. Heather Hill Dr., Bellefontaine 

Hope you can join us as we celebrate the beautiful (and yummy!)  

season of Christmas! 

Advent Sermon and Small Group Series 

The Journey Walking The Road To Bethlehem 
  

You are invited to participate in this Sermon and Small Group series with Pasto Ben as he 
shares The Journey: Walking the Road to Bethlehem by Adam Hamilton.  The series will 
be accompanied with a daily devotional The Journey a Season of Reflections, which can 
be picked up at church office. Everyone is invited to attend to hear the sermons preached 
Sundays from December 1 through December 22 with a final message on Christmas 
Eve.  The small group series will be in the Fellowship Hall on Tuesday Evenings, Novem-
ber 26 through December 17 at 6:30PM.  Please contact Pastor Ben on (419)351-2010. 



UNITED METHODIST MEN 

 

 

Ecclesiastes 3:1 – To Everything There Is A Season, And A Time To Every Purpose Under The Heaven. 

One of the most enjoyable parts of living in Ohio is the variety in the changing of the seasons. In the spring, 

the flowers, trees, bushes, etc. awake from a long winter’s sleep. Next comes the summer months with the 

warmth of the sun and rain to make things grow. Now we are in the fall season where the flowers, bushes, 

and tree change into radiant colors and crops are reaped. After fall, the winter season causes most living 

things to sleep in the cold temperatures. God has a purpose for creating all the seasons.  

So, it is with our lives. We are born and grow in our infant season. Next is our adolescent season in which 

we learn things (hopefully with loving parents) and learn to be disciplined. Once we graduate, the world is a 

maze of experiences, some good and some not so good. As we age, we become wiser with the experience 

we have gained. And finally, we live through our “golden years” as we approach our final days upon this 

earth. God also has a purpose for the seasons of our lives. 

We live our daily lives, much in repetition, as we go to school or to work, in our recreation, in our family 

time, in our free times. None of us are comfortable with change to our routines. Are we too busy for the 

Holy Spirit to whisper in our ear God’s plans for our lives? Are our finite lives more important than God’s 

eternal plans for our lives? Do we think ourselves less than God does? All through history, God has taken 

every day people to do great things. He wants to use you and me to do great things today. Are we making 

ourselves available to his plans and calling? I continue to ask myself this question. Will You?? 

Upcoming events: 

11/16 Men’s fellowship breakfast 8:30 am in the fellowship hall 

11/27 Prep for Thanksgiving Love Dinner 

11/28 Thanksgiving Love Dinner 

(Many hands lead to minimum effort for all)! 

A Special thank you for all the men who have been supporting our Men’s Group efforts. 

Note: One on One Discipleship mentoring is available. Contact Pastor Ben if you are interested in learning 

more about being a disciple of Jesus Christ. Disciples follow a master or leader. Whom are you following?                                                     

                                                                                                                                                              Ron Perry 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HANNAH RUTH CIRCLE FUNDRAISER 

It’s Pumpkin Roll Time! 

  

The ladies of Hannah Ruth Circle will be making homemade Pumpkin Rolls on November 
5 to sell for their annual United Methodist Women fundraising event.  We will be taking 
orders ahead of time.  You may preorder your pumpkin roll by filling out the order form 
and returning it to the church by November 1st. If you would like to order online you can 
email your order to Cheryl Mitchell at chermeister@hotmail.com. Pumpkin Rolls may be 
picked up at church on Tuesday evening at 6:00 or on Sunday, November 10 between 
the church services and following the 2nd service.  We will have a few extra Pumpkin Rolls 
to sell in case you didn’t order one.  This is a first come basis, until they are all sold.  A 
limited number are available.  The cost is $13.00 each.  If you have any questions you can 
call/text Cheryl Mitchell at (937) 935-1508.  Thanks!!  

PUMPKIN ROLL FORM 

NAME__________________________________PHONE__________________________ 

HOW MANY PUMPKIN ROLLS_______________ 

 

 

mailto:chermeister@hotmail.com


ALL SAINT’S SUNDAY  
 

On November 3, we will be celebrating All Saints Sunday in both the 9:00 am Traditional and 
10:30 am Ignite Services. We celebrate the communion of Saints 
as we remember those who have gone home to be with the Lord 
in both the church universal and our local congregations. The 
names of persons in the congregation and the loved ones of the 
members of our congregation who have died during the past 
year will be solemnly read as a Response to the Word. You are 
welcome to carry a flower up to the altar when your loved one’s 
name is announced. Flowers will be provided at church or you may 
bring your own. If you would like to remember someone who has 
died in this past year, please contact the Church office with your 
loved one’s name to be included in the bulletin for All Saints Sunday. 

 

 

ATTENTION CHILDREN, YOUTH & PARENTS, 

We are excited to announce that the children and youth are going to present a Christmas Pro-

gram during BOTH services on Sunday, December 22nd. The program is called “The Real Rea-

son for the Season”. It is a lighthearted look at a youth group attempting to explain Christmas 

to some kids who think it’s ALL about Santa! The Children (Pre-School through 5th grade) will 

be singing, and the 2nd-5th graders will also be playing handbells. We will practice on Sunday 

mornings during the Sunday School time of the 10:30 service, beginning on November 3rd. 

The Youth will have the speaking parts, (no memorization required!) There are a limited num-

ber of speaking parts, and we must know by November 13 if your child would like a part. The 

Youth will rehearse on three Wednesday evenings, December 4, 11 & 

18th from 6:30-7:30 pm. Please call or text Kayce at 419-356-8740 if 

your child would like to be involved. Your support and participation is 

important and appreciated!  

                                    Kayce Shaeffer and Michael VanBrocklin 

 



FAMILY MINISTRY TEAM 

The Family Ministry Team goal is to encourage every member of our church family to spend 

time together, in praise and worship, as we learn about the love of God the Father, Jesus, our 

Savior and experience the power of the Holy Spirit.  We will continue to offer opportunities for 

intergenerational fellowship and community.  Look for upcoming events and plan to participate 

as we build and strengthen relationships with each other as we praise our Father in love. 

SAFE SANCTUARIES 

Bellefontaine First United Methodist Church’s Safe Sanctuaries Policy is available for church 

member volunteers working with children, youth and vulnerable adults.  This policy outlines 

mandatory standards to protect children, youth and vulnerable adults from abuse at First UMC 

and at any church sponsored activities. Volunteers are asked to sign a document stating they 

have read the policy and agree to follow the policy guidelines.  The Protect My Ministries com-

pany performs volunteer Background Checks.  Training sessions will be offered for anyone vol-

unteering their time with youth programing, Nursery Care & Sunday School. The Family Ministry 

Team and SPPR Committees continue to work to update the Safe Sanctuaries policy.  The updat-

ed policy will be sent to the Administrative Council to be approved.  At this time, 30 people have 

completed their background check through Protect My Ministry. Family Ministry Team members 

will be reviewing the updated Safe Sanctuaries policy in November.  Volunteer training  sessions 

will be scheduled in the future.  

 

Jesus Birthday Party 

Calling all preschoolers and kids up to 5th grade – it’s party time!  You’re 

invited to Jesus’ Birthday Party on Thursday, December 19 at 5:30 p.m.  

We’ll meet in the Fellowship Hall for fun, activities, pizza, cupcakes & ice 

cream.  Call the church office by December 13 to RSVP.   

Happy Birthday Jesus! 

                                                                                                                                    Heidi Reser 

 

 

 

 

We are trying something a bit different this fall, and the hope is that it works out better logistically for both 

kids and parents. Of course, I’m referring to the condensed version of youth group that is set to end on 

Wednesday, November 20th. The idea is similar to the semester schedule that colleges operate on, and we 

will continue to refine it in terms of the lessons we present, the activities we engage and even the locations 

that we meet at for our time together. 

 

Our next “semester” will begin in January 2020, and by then I plan on having additional alternative sites that 

we can consider for group meetings. As always, I am asking that both youth and parents/guardians give me 

input on the topics, activities and outreach ideas you might have. Our interaction will continue to improve if 

we communicate openly and directly—we’re in this together and it is our collective efforts to lift up one an-

other and love as Christ loved that will truly make our work fruitful. Peace!!   

  

 

“Where there are ten children in a Society, we must meet them at least an hour 

every week; talk with them whenever we see any of them at home; pray in ear-

nest for them; diligently instruct and vehemently exhort all parents at their own 

houses. Some will say, “I have no gift for this.” Gift or no gift, you are to do 

this.... Do it as you can, till you can do it as you would. Pray earnestly for the 

gift, and use every help God hath put into your way, in order to attain it”.     

      John Wesley 

      Section XVIII, “On Instructing the Children”, 1797 

 

                                                                                              Michael VanBrocklin, Director of Family Ministries 

             



 

 

November 1 Joshua Robbins   November 13  Kraig Strayer 

  Bob Newkirk      Tim Smith 

November 4 Harold McGillivray  November 14  Gloria Martin 

November 6 Carolyn Hartsock  November 16  David Hutchins 

November 7 Miriam Lescalleet  November 17  Bev Goff 

November 8 Ann Jerviss   November 18  Ashley Reser 

  Chet Kurtz   November 22  Grace Shamblin 

  Greg Knight   November 23  James Ball 

  Nathan Alexander  November 24  Bailey Penhorwood 

November 9 Dick Kelley   November 26  Raph Guenther 

November 10 Betty Sargent   November 29  Daniel Irick 

  Christina Dodds     Doug Lamb 

November 12 Dara Wren 

 



 

November 2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1  PRAYER GRP. 9:30 AM 2  
HOPE LETTER TRAINING 
2-4 pm (L) 

N/A 7 PM (UP) 

3  
ALL SAINTS SUNDAY 

N/A 5:30 PM (UP) 

4 PRAYER TEAM 3 PM 

 

GIRL SCOUTS (FH) 5:30 PM 

5 HANNAH/RUTH CIRCLE 

MAKE PUMPKIN ROLLS 
( KITCHEN) 2 & 4:30 PM 
 
MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 6:30 PM 
(FH) 

N/A 7:05 PM (UP) 

6 DULCIMER GRP. 9 AM 

IGNITE 5:45 PM 

YOUTH 6:30 PM (church) 

CHOIR 6:45 PM 

7 
HANNAH/RUTH CIRCLE 
MAKE PUMPKIN ROLLS 
( KITCHEN) 

8 PRAYER GRP. 9:30 AM 9  
 
N/A 7 PM (UP) 

10 
N/A 5:30 PM (UP) 

11  
RED CROSS DRIVE 12–6 PM (FH) 

PRAYER TEAM 3 PM 

AD. COUNCIL (L) 6:30 PM 

12 
MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
6:30 PM (FH) 

N/A 7:05 PM (UP) 

13 DULCIMER GRP. 9 AM 

IGNITE 5:45 PM 

YOUTH 6:30 PM (union station) 

CHOIR 6:45 PM 

14  

 

15 PRAYER GRP. 9:30 AM 16 
UMM BREAKFAST 8:30 AM 

N/A 7 PM (UP) 

17 UMW 

THANKOFFERING 
SUNDAY 

N/A 5:30 PM (UP) 

18  
PRAYER TEAM 3 PM 

GIRL SCOUTS (FH) 5:30 PM 

19 
N/A 7:05 PM (UP) 

20 DULCIMER GRP. 9 AM 

IGNITE 5:45 PM 

YOUTH 6:30 PM (church) 

CHOIR 6:45 PM 

21 
UMW MEMORIAL  

SERVICE (FH) 7 PM 

22 PRAYER GRP. 9:30 AM 23 
N/A 7 PM (UP) 

24 DECORATE 

CHURCH AFTER 10:30 
SERVICE 

N/A 5:30 PM (UP) 

25  
MARTHA CIRCLE (EAT OUT) 1:30 PM 

PRAYER TEAM 3 PM 

26 PRISCILLA CIRCLE 

(L) 1:30 PM 
ADVENT STUDY (FH) 
6:30 PM 
N/A 7:05 PM (UP) 

27 DULCIMER GRP. 9 AM 

IGNITE 5:45 PM 

 

28 
THANKSGIVING DAY 

MEAL 

29 PRAYER GRP. 9:30 AM 30 
N/A 7 PM (UP) 


