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WE ARE BLESSED! 

 

On behalf of the entire church I would like to thank all those that have 
made this an amazing Lenten Season - from the amazing music, to the  
delicious meals, to the beautiful decorations, to the extra printing of  
bulletins, and much, much more.   So many people, (both staff and vol-
unteers)  have worked very hard this Spring to make this a meaningful 
Easter.  We all worked, planned, and prayed together for these Lenten/
Easter services to make an impact on people’s lives, and I am pretty 
sure we made  
Jesus smile! 
 

God loves you and so do I! 

 

Pastor Ben 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 MAY 2  JACOB REED   MAY 10  SAMMY STRAYER 

 MAY 2  LOUANN KELLEY   MAY 11  DORIS LYONS 

 MAY 2  PATTY MOLTON   MAY 11  JACOB DEW 

 MAY 5  DEBBIE SHELLHAAS  MAY 11  LINDA KNIGHT 

 MAY 5  DOUG KILDOW   MAY 11  SHERRY ARNETT 

 MAY 5  ELLEN HAMMOND  MAY 17  TREYCE ROLLINS 

 MAY 7  AMY BALL   MAY 19  DOUG PUGH 

 MAY 7  COLEEN HOGUE   MAY 20  RANDY HEIM 

 MAY 8  LARRY BUSH   MAY 21  GERALD MUNN 

 MAY 8  BILL BUCHENROTH  MAY 21  KAYCE SHAEFFER 

 MAY 9  JUDY VERBSKY   MAY 21  SOPHIA DOLAN 

 MAY 10  DAVID LYONS   MAY 21  VERA JOHNSON  “100” 

 MAY 10  JEFF HORNEY   MAY 25  REBECCA TURNER 

 MAY 10  JOE ANTRAM   MAY 27  TONYA PERRY 

 MAY 10  SAKURA KAWAKAMI  MAY 30  FLORENCE WHISMAN 

A SPECIAL BIRTHDAY! 
Pastor Ben enjoying his birthday in March! 

 

 



CONGRATULATIONS GRADUATES!    
Please let the church office know if you are graduating from 

High School or College so that your church family can honor you 

at this special time! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUMMER MUSIC VOLUNTEERS FOR SPECIAL MUSIC 

It's that time of year again for us to recruit volunteers to provide for special music for first 

service during the summer months.  The dates at this time are: June 2, 9, 16, 30 July 7, 14, 

21, 28 August 4, 11, 18, 25, September 1.  

 

 

UMW 
 Please join UMW  members on Monday, June 10th, at 9 am for our annual prayer break-

fast. This year the theme will be “Prayer and Devotion given by Susie Hurley.  A  continen-

tal breakfast will be provided. 

 

            UNITED METHODIST MEN 

What does it mean to be a  

disciple for Christ? 

                                                                       First of all, what is a disciple and what does it mean? 

A disciple is a pupil, a learner, a follower.  When I first heard of being a disciple, I was thinking that no way 

could I be a disciple – you would have to be someone special to be a disciple. In fact, I was really scared to 

even try. I didn’t understand what it means to be a disciple. If you look at the definition, it isn’t scary at 

all. The reality of this, is that in some way or  another, we all are disciples. We all have been a pupil, (and 

some still are), we all have been a learner, (and we should learn something daily), and if you are honest, 

we all are following something or someone.  

 

With this being said, who are you following and what are you learning as a pupil? The adage that 

“Children live what they learn” is as  true today as it has ever been. The question we must ask ourselves is 

whose child are we and whose do we want to be/ We live each day for Christ or we live each day for Satan 

– there is no in between. “No one can serve two Masters” (Matt 6:24a) 

 

My prayer for every man is to be a disciple of Christ and the First Step Discipleship training is a good place 

to start. Even if you have been a Christian for a short time or a long time, it is a good refresher. We all are 

at different places along our life’s journey and at different places spiritually. This Discipleship training is 

only (10) weeks and it is a go-at-your-own-pace. It will also allow you to meet someone new along this 

journey. 

 

UPCOMING OPPORTUNITIES: 

May 10   Community Work Day (7:45 am) 
May 10   Prepare and Serve Mother/Child Banquet (6:00 pm prep – 7:30 pm serve) 
June 14-15  Youth Mission (Overnight in Columbus) 
June 16   Father’s Day Cookout (following second service) 
 

Originally announced retreat Oct 17-20 is cancelled. Please note there will be no Men’s breakfast in May 

or June due to conflict of activities. 



COMMUNITY MARKET RECEIPTS 

Keep  those receipts coming! Every receipt brought in earns money for 

our radio ministry. We’ve already sponsored 3 full broadcasts! You can 

bring all receipts and put them in the silver box on top of the coat rack, 

just inside of the main entrance. 

Red Pentecost Geraniums 
We will be decorating our Sanctuary with red geraniums 

again for Pentecost on June 9.  You can purchase them for 

your own use or the flowers left will be planted in the church 

yard.  We have them available for a cost of $4 per potted 

red geranium.  The deadline to turn in your order form 

is Sunday, May 20, 2019.  Please complete the form below 

and return it along with your money in the offering plate or bring it to the 

church office.  Thank you for your support. 

 

Fill in the blanks below for flowers: 

Given by:  _______________________________________________________________ 

Phone:  _________________________________________________________________ 

In Memory of:  ___________________________________________________________ 

In Honor of:  _____________________________________________________________ 

How many geraniums? ________________ 

 

Instead of flowers, I would like my donation applied to the  

following mission: 

Ministry:  ________________________________________________________________ 

Given by:  _______________________________________________________________ 

Phone:  _________________________________________________________________ 

In Memory of:  ___________________________________________________________ 

In Honor of:  _____________________________________________________________ 

 

We extend our heartfelt  

sympathy to the family and 

friends of Rebecca Warner who 

went to be with Jesus on March 

30, 2019. 

 

We send our heartfelt sympathy to the family and 

friends of Lillian Hoover who also went to be with  

Jesus on April 16, 2019. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MUSIC RECOGNITION SUNDAY 

May 5, 2019 

BOTH SERVICES 

Please come and enjoy and help recognize all of our musicians for 

their gift of music to the church and to the Lord our God through 

their music 

 



DISCIPLESHIP COMMITTEE 

Jesus has given each one of us a Great Commission to go and make Disciples of Him. Some-

times this is easier said than done. Some may feel they are not adequately equipped with 

the necessary tools and knowledge to undertake this great and exciting mission, or would 

just like a process to assist them in the endeavor. 

 

To meet this need, the church offers at no cost a discipleship course entitled “First Steps 

One-On One Discipleship.” For this course, you will be teamed with one other person who 

has completed the course and together you will walk through step by step how to be a 

great disciple for Jesus. This course is good not only for new and/or renewed believers, but 

also mature Christians. 

 

If you have an interest in taking this course or learning more about it, please either contact 

Barb Dancer at the church office or me at the contacts noted below. 

Sue Pine, Discipleship Committee chairperson 

 

Phone: 937-292-7568;  email: ctandskpine@yahoo.com 

 

 

MISSIONS TEAM NEWS 

 

We are very happy to add some new members to our team.  

Larry and Jeanette Lambert  and Jerry and Hallie Pitzer have 

volunteered to be part of our team.   

The Getting Ahead classes are in progress and we have lots of 

people volunteering to prepare meals for the students who are working very hard to 

leave poverty behind.  Thanks so much for your generosity and kindness as you prepare 

meals for these students.   

The May blessing bucket monies will be used to help with the summer youth mission trip 

to the Church For All People.  Please generously help our young people move forward in 

faith as they learn about the ways they can serve. 

The last item we would like to address is the Asset Survey that we have been asking to be 

completed.  As you may know, we are not using this to place you on a team or com-

mittee.  We know that EVERY person has valuable assets that could help others and we 

would like to know what your assets might be so that we can give you opportunities to 

share as we find needs in the community.  For instance, do you love to craft, garden, 

read, draw, write, bake, cook, enjoy math, music, take pictures or play sports?  There 

might be a young person or a community member who could use information you might 

have about life skills.  We would not give your name out but might call you and ask if you 

have helpful information or skills you could share.  I hear members say they are too old 

or not physically able to help.  But, if you have a passion for some area or just want to 

help others, we can use your experiences and life skills.  PLEASE PICK UP A SURVEY IN 

THE LOBBY on the information rack.  It always takes a whole community to help raise a 

child or to help others grow.    We are that community.  GOD BLESS YOU. 

 



YOU ARE INVITED! 

United Methodist woMen’s 

MOTHER /CHILD Banquet 

Where:  1st United Methodist Church Fellowship Hall 

When:  Friday, May 10, 2019 

Time:  6:30 pm   

Cost: Donation  

Menu Includes:  

Chicken Nuggets for the children  

Shepherd’s Pie  

Fruit Salad, Muffins/Rolls  

Brownies & Ice Cream  

(Served Family Style) 

 

We will have a speaker talk about Raggedy Ann and Andy. She has a collection of over 

50 dolls to share with us.    Reservations will be taken until Tuesday, May 7. Fill in the 

spot on the Engagement Card or contact the church office. 

TRUSTEES REPORT  

FINANCIAL 

For 2019 through March, the Trustees have incurred building related expenditures in the 

amount of $17,054.13, which is $1,920.72 under budget. Due to the cold weather this past 

winter, our gas bills have exceeded our budget by $2,527. Everything else is tracking near 

or below budget.    

 

TRUSTEE ACTION ITEMS 

Fire Extinguisher/Safety/Emergency Lighting Inspection. No issues. Annual fire extin-

guishers inspection was completed by an independent company.   

Choir Room roof leak being monitored.  

Craig Fultz was welcomed to the Trustees. 

A meeting was held with a stain glass window company.  We are awaiting a few clarifi-

cations to their proposal and will then determine a plan of action to move forward 

with completion of the restoration.  

Annual boiler inspection by our insurance company was completed.  

 

2019 TRUSTEE ORGANIZATION PLAN  

Officers. 2019 officers are: Scott Shellhaas, Chairperson; Steve Arbogast, Vice Chair-

person; and Susan Kildow, Secretary. 

 

Meetings.  Our next meeting is June 10 at 6:30 pm  

 

 



 

TRUSTEES CONTINUED 
Monthly On Call Trustee.  Each month, there will be a designated Trustee that will be 

responsible to handle Trustee business that arises during the month such as (by way 

of example): Perform the monthly fire extinguisher and safety inspection; Review 

and approve building use and/or vehicle use requests; Handle/manage any work or-

ders submitted; Prepare and timely submit Tower News Article by the ; Ensure 

monthly maintenance matters are addressed (yard, parking lot, etc); and Report on 

actions taken at regular Trustee meetings. 

 

 

 

 

 

We are finally getting some decent weather—as of this writing—and it 

will soon be time to move some of our activities outside. We have a 

host of events and work projects that will be both fun and rewarding, 

and it is my wish that the kids will find a renewed purpose in God and 

seek ways to honor his presence in our midst. 

 

One of the events that I’m looking forward to is the two-day mission trip to Church for All People 

(C4AP) in south Columbus. We will leave from the church on Friday, June 14th, at 12:30 pm, and 

return on Saturday evening, June 15th. Our agenda over the two days will include working in the 

Free Store, the Free Produce Store, enjoying community meals with the neighborhood, working in 

the community garden, touring C4AP work projects and going over to German Village for some 

good eats. The experience of serving at C4AP, and learning about their community development 

efforts in south Columbus, will be instructive for our future missional efforts in Logan County. The 

atmosphere at C4AP is positive and loving, and the impact that the church is making in the area is 

truly uplifting. 

 

Let’s grab our tools and get busy! 

 

 

 

Now that our United Way grant is in the bank, and the work requests are coming in, it’s time for 
the youth (and adult volunteers) to come together as we prepare to go out into Logan County and 
honor God through service. The idea is a youth-led mission team that will do minor home repairs, 
painting, landscaping, cleanups, etc, that can assist the elderly and low-income families that need 
help in ensuring their homes are safe and in livable condition. The City of Bellefontaine is working 
with us on this (through the valued help of Wes Dodds!) and it’s critical that we step up to the 
task.  

Please see me if you would like to be a part of our work in Logan County. This is a wonderful op-
portunity for us to be a force for Jesus Christ in our community…let’s see it through!! 

MONTH TRUSTEE ON 
CALL 

CONTACT 
NUMBER 

EMAIL 

    

    

    

    

APRIL Pat Ellis 937.539.0015 pellis@thomasmarker.com 

MAY Nic George 740.360.9515 nicgeo@gmail.com 

JUNE Susan Kildow 937.593.1833 sjkildow@embarqmail.com 

JULY Craig Fultz 937.935.4381 cf.chicagocubs@gmail.com 

AUGUST Scott  Shellhaas 720.201.2108 scottshellhaas@gmail.com 

SEPTEMBER Pat Ellis 937.539.0015 pellis@thomasmarker.c0m 

OCTOBER Mike Suman 937.441.4691 suman.mike@gmail.com 

NOVEMBER Steve Arbogast 937.539.3846 sarbo1969@gmail.com 

DECEMBER Nic George 740.360.9515 nicgeo@gmail.com 



 
Galatians: Gospel of Grace Sermon Series and Bible Study 

 

 

 

 

 

Vera Johnson is  

turning 100!! 

 
Vera is a valued part of our congregation  

and was a loyal and consistent babysitter at our church functions  

for many years in the 80s and 90s.  

She supervised a roomful of our children for many, many events!  

Now let's show her our love and thankfulness for her by helping her to  

celebrate her 100th birthday which is on May 21st!  

 

 

1) Attend an open house in her honor at the home of Barb South at 243 Terrence 
Drive on May 25 from 2-4 pm 

2) Send a birthday card to:     Vera Johnson 

608 Saxon Drive Apt. E 

Bellefontaine, OH 43311 

 

Continued: 

 
 
May 13-19  Chapter 4: Grace that Forms                                         
Key Verse: Galatians 4:19      “My little children, I’m going through labor pains again until 
Christ is formed in you.” (CEB)                                                                                
Key Concept: Through Jesus Christ, born to redeem those under the law, we receive the 
gift of adoption and we are formed by the Spirit as children of God. 

 

 

May 20-26  Chapter 5: Grace that Bears Fruit                           
Key Verse: Galatians 5:22-23         “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against 
things like this.” (CEB)                                                                     
Key Concept: Grace frees us from the burden of the works of the law and frees us for 
the law of love so that we might be empowered to bear the fruit of love. 
 
 
 
May 27-June 2  Chapter 6: Grace that Sustains                                
Key Verse: Galatians 6:9               “Let’s not get tired of doing good, because in time we’ll 
have a harvest if we don’t give up.” (CEB)                                                               
Key Concept: Grace frees us and sustains us to work for the good of all, bearing one an-
other's burdens, and doing what is right. 
 

 

 



 

FAMILY MINISTRY TEAM 
 

 

The Family Ministry Team goal is to encourage every member of our church family to 

spend time together, in praise and worship, learning about the love of God the Father,  

Jesus, our Savior and experiencing the power of the Holy Spirit.  We will continue to offer 

opportunities for intergenerational fellowship and community.  Look for upcoming events 

and plan to participate as we build and strengthen relationships with each other as we 

praise our Father in love. 

 

SAFE SANCTUARY 

A sub-committee of the Family Ministry Team and SPPR Committee members are prepar-

ing to update Bellefontaine First United Methodist Church’s Safe Sanctuary Policy.   This 

policy outlines mandatory standards to protect children, youth and vulnerable adults from 

abuse at First UMC and at any church sponsored activities.  The sub-committee will update 

forms and ensure that staff and volunteers are knowledgeable about the standards, proce-

dures and attend training. Each staff person with regular and direct contact with children, 

youth and vulnerable adults will undergo a background check and screening.   

 

Galatians: Gospel of Grace Sermon Series  

and Bible Study 
 

Weekly Bible Verses and Sermon titles  

April 22-28  Chapter 1: Grace that Transforms                                                                                        
Key Verse: Galatians 1:23           “They only heard a report about me: “The man who used to har-
ass us now preaches the faith that he once tried to destroy.” (CEB)                                                                                                            
Key Concept: Just as God transformed Paul from persecutor to preacher through grace, through 
grace God transforms our lives and worldview.        

April 29-May 5     Chapter 2: Grace that Embraces                                                                                     
Key Verse: Galatians 2:9-10          “James, Cephas, and John, who are considered to be key leaders, 
shook hands with me and Barnabas as equals when they recognized the grace that was given to 
me. So it was agreed that we would go to the Gentiles, while they continue to go to the people 
who were circumcised. They asked only that we would remember the poor, which was certainly 
something I was willing to do.” (CEB)                                                                                                             
Key Concept: Although they had differences of practice and thought around Jewish law, Paul and 
Peter came to a place where they recognized the grace of God that was present in the other. This 
allowed them to continue and expand their ministry reach. 

May 6-May 12      Chapter 3: Grace that Clothes Us                                                                                     
Key Verse: Galatians 3:26-28             “You are all God’s children through faith in Christ Jesus. All of 
you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is neither Jew nor 
Greek; there is neither slave nor free; nor is there male and female, for you are all one in Christ 
Jesus.” (CEB)   
Key Concept: We are justified by faith in Jesus Christ, not through obedience to the law. This is 
symbolized by our baptism that reminds us we are cleansed by Christ, clothed by Christ, and 
made one in Christ. 

                                                                                                                                                



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Galatians: Gospel of Grace Sermon Series and Bible Study 

 Bishop Palmer has invited us to come together as The West Ohio Conference in the study 
of Galatians: Gospel of Grace over the weeks of the Easter season. While we are not united in our 
thinking on all matters, we can all be united in our commitment to turn to the scripture for guid-
ance. As we read, study, and discuss scripture together, we trust the Holy Spirit to move in our 
midst and to speak to us through the living word of God. We hope you will join churches across 
the annual conference in a conference-wide all-church series on Galatians.  In addition, if you are 
interested in following a daily Bible Study you may sign up on the following link 

https://www.transformingmission.org/bible/galatians/ or contact Pastor Ben on (419) 351-2010.   

  
Introduction                                                                                                                                                                                                            
 Paul wrote his letter to the church at Galatia during a time of great tension. Leaders in the 
church were suggesting that believers must become Jewish before they could become followers 
of Christ. Paul responds with intense emotion, stressing that the very gospel is at stake in this de-
cision. He urges the Galatians to trust that they are justified by faith in Christ rather than the 
works of the law. He encourages them to accept the freedom that grace offers, to be guided by 
the Holy Spirit to live in unity as they “bear one another’s burdens” and share the fruit of the Spir-
it.                                                                              
 As we face significant tension over division in our nation and church today, Paul’s letter 
reminds us of the transformative power of grace and the ways that we might overcome our differ-
ences in order to reach even more people with the good news. His words ring through history 
calling us to trust the gospel of grace and to live in the unity that life in the Spirit makes possible.                                                                                                               
 As individuals, small groups, and congregations across our annual conference study Gala-
tians together they will be challenged to consider how the gift of grace through faith in Jesus 
Christ sets us free from the burden of sin and the law, and free for unity across differences, bear-
ing the fruit of love in a Spirit filled community. 

 

FAMILY MINISTRY TEAM 
CONTINUED 

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

The 2019 VBS theme is WALKING WITH JESUS.  The dates are June 23-27, 2019 from 

6:00-8:00 p.m. The children will be ‘walking with Jesus’ through Bible Stories includ-

ing; The Good Samaritan, Feeding the 5,000, Jesus Walks on Water and Jesus Heals 

the Blind Man. We’ll follow the same basic format with a new addition, dinner will 

be served at 6:00.  On Thursday, the last day of Vacation Bible School will feature a 

‘Walk for Jesus’ event, the closing program and Ice Cream Floats.  

Many volunteers are needed to accomplish the mission of Vacation Bible School, to 

share the love of Jesus with the children in our church family and little ones coming 

to First UMC.  This may be the first time they’ve heard about God.  Please call the 

church office to volunteer, everyone is welcome to join the fun. This is a 

perfect opportunity to share your heart and love of Jesus with kids in 

our church & community. Registration forms will be available soon. 

Please mark your calendar to attend the 2019 VBS meeting on Monday, 

April 29 @ 7:00 p.m. Our regular scheduled Family Ministry Team meeting on Mon-

day, June 10th at 7:00 p.m. will be focused on VBS planning. Also, all those interest-

ed are invited to help decorate the church on Thursday, June 20th beginning at 1:00 

for as long as your schedule allows. Many hands and helpers are needed to accom-

plish this task. 

Registration forms will be available on the hallway bulletin board (across from the 

lounge) or on the website. 

https://www.transformingmission.org/bible/galatians/


MAY 2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 DULCIMER GRP 9 AM 

IGNITE 5:45 PM 

YOUTH 6:30 PM 

CHOIR 6:45 PM 

HANDBELLS 7:45 PM 

2 

GIRL SCOUTS  (YL) 6-7 PM 

3   

PRAYER GRP. 9:30 AM 
4  

N/A 7:00—8:30 PM (UP) 

5  

MUSIC RECOGNITION SUNDAY 

(Both Services) 

N/A  5:30 PM (UP) 

6  PRAYER GRP. 3 PM 

GIRL SCOUTS (FH)  5:30 PM 

WORSHIP/MUSIC TEAM 5:30 PM (L) 

7  

DISCIPLE STUDY (FH) 6:30 PM 

N/A 7:05 PM (UP) 

8 DULCIMER GRP 9 AM 

IGNITE 5:45 PM 

YOUTH 6:30 PM 

CHOIR 6:45 PM 

9 

 

10   PRAYER GRP. 9:30 AM 

MOM/CHILD BANQUET 6:30 PM 

(FH) 

UNITED WAY CARE DAY 7:45 AM 

11  

N/A 7:00—8:30 PM (UP) 

12  

MOTHER’S DAY! 

N/A  5:30 PM (UP) 

13  

PRAYER GRP. 3 PM 

RED CROSS 12—6 PM (FH) 

GIRL SCOUTS (downstairs))  5:30 PM 

AD. COUNCIL (L)  6:30 PM 

14  

DISCIPLE STUDY (FH) 6:30 PM 

N/A 7:05 PM (UP) 

15 DULCIMER GRP 9 AM 

IGNITE 5:45 PM 

YOUTH 6:30 PM 

CHOIR 6:45 PM 

16 

GIRL SCOUTS  (YL) 6-7 PM 

17  

PRAYER GRP. 9:30 AM 
18   

GRADUATION PARTY (FH) 1 PM 

N/A 7:00—8:30 PM (UP) 

19  

BABY SHOWER (FH) 1-4 PM 

N/A  5:30 PM (UP) 

20  

PRAYER GRP. 3 PM 

GIRL SCOUTS (FH)  5:30 PM 

MARTHA CIRCLE (L) 1:30 PM 

21   

CLERGY CLUSTER (L) 9:30 AM-12:30 PM 

N/A 7:05 PM (UP) 

22 DULCIMER GRP 9 AM 

IGNITE 5:45 PM 

YOUTH 6:30 PM 

CHOIR 6:45 PM 

23   

HANNAH/RUTH CIRCLE (L) 6:30 PM 

24  

PRAYER GRP. 9:30 AM 
25  

N/A 7:00—8:30 PM (UP) 

26   

YMCA FAMILY NIGHT 5:30-7:30 PM 

N/A  5:30 PM (UP) 

27 

MEMORIAL DAY 

OFFICE CLOSED 

28  

 

PRISCILLA CIR. (L) 1:30 PM 

N/A 7:05 PM (UP) 

29 IGNITE 5:45 PM 

YOUTH 6:30 PM 

30   

LAST THURS. MEAL 4:30-6 PM 

GIRL SCOUTS  (YL) 6-7 PM 

31  

PRAYER GRP. 9:30 AM 
 


